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within them. While thus increasing their fiscal re-
sponsibility, Lord Mayo also extended their financial
powers. Third, a systematic and permanent readjust-
ment of the revenues and the expenditure.

Lord Mayo found that the Financial Department
of the Supreme Government was susceptible of
improvement in several respects. As long as the
Company governed the country, and for some time
afterwards, the public accounts retained many marks
of their commercial origin, and were kept with the
elaborate detail appropriate to the affairs of a
mercantile firm. Officers experienced in this system
believe that in theory it was more thorough and
exact than the one substituted for it during the first
years of the Queen's rule. There can be no doubt
that it aimed at an accuracy of classification not now
attempted. But whatever its theoretical merits, it
proved in practice too cumbrous for the public
accounts of the Empire which the Company had
insensibly won. Its very merits for a mercantile
concern became sources of most serious defects when
applied on a vast scale ; and it was precisely because
it attempted so much that it was unable to accom-
plish the absolutely necessary work within a reasonable
period. It failed in the first essential of a system of
public accounts. It failed in punctuality; and the
hopes of attaining to an impracticable perfection
ended in important parts of the accounts never
being completed in time.

One of the early measures of Her Majesty's
Government in India was the reorganization of the